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Make Your Mark 
in Dearborn
Your guide to living, working and playing in Dearborn, 
Michigan, where cosmopolitan meets community
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DEARBORN AT A GLANCE 

110k
Population

34.6
Median Age

73,198
Households (56% Owner-Occupied) 

$53,670
Median Household Income

$143k
Median Housing Value

Figures: Southeast Michigan Council of 
Governments, U.S. Census, ZoomProspector.com

Why Should 
You Consider 
Dearborn? 
Dearborn, Michigan, is a destination that 
delivers a full city experience — without 
sacrificing a sense of belonging. No other 
regional city of comparable size has anything 
like the “big city” mix of cultural, social and 
economic amenities of Dearborn. At the same 
time, Dearborn enjoys strong, well-established 
community traditions and civic organizations.

For people who want to enjoy big-city life 
without all the hassles, Dearborn is where  
you can make your mark.

DEARBORN IS HOME TO:

•  Ford Motor Company  
(headquartered in Dearborn since 1903)

•  One of the most diverse populations in 
Michigan — including one of the largest Muslim 
populations in the U.S. per capita

•  Two distinctive downtowns + four commercial 
districts — featuring hundreds of one-of-kind 
retailers, restaurants and service businesses

•  Two accredited colleges, UM-Dearborn and 
Henry Ford College, serving 30,000+ students



8th
Largest City in Michigan

$1,022
Median Gross Rent

30%
Educational Attainment / Bachelor’s or Higher 

8
Number of Miles from Downtown Detroit

1776
Founded
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Our Neighborhoods
Dearborn offers a rich tapestry of neighborhoods in which to live, 
work and play. Tucked within the Southeast Michigan community’s 
city limits, you’ll find it all in Dearborn in terms of residential — from 
historic brick homes, affordable flats and senior living communities  
to upscale dwellings located next to golf courses. 

Dearborn offers some 25 distinctive, diverse, historic and wealthy 
abutting neighborhoods. Our signature communities include:

Live MORLEY / VOLKS  
(between Brady and Military)
Craftsman bungalows and two-
story Foursquare homes, mostly 
erected during the 1910s and ‘20s, 
are the most common residential 
styles. Within walking distance to 
Downtown Dearborn. 

AVIATION SUBDIVISION  
(Joy, Tireman, Wyoming,  
Hartwell corridor)
Notable for a prevalence of 
beautifully designed all-brick 
homes. One of the first exclusive 
subdivisions built outside the city 
of Detroit, Aviation offers a variety 
of home styles — tudors, colonials, 
bungalows and ranches.

FORD HOMES HISTORIC 
DISTRICT (Park and Military)
The Ford Homes Historic District 
is a unique piece of history with 
dwellings featuring distinctive 
architectural design and decorating 
style, asymmetrical balance and 
sensitivity to proportion.

Downtown Dearborn 
Both East and West 
Downtowns offer a variety 
of stylish apartments, open 
lofts, cozy studios as well as 
other affordable and senior 
options. In close proximity to 
restaurants and retailers.
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Other Neighborhoods in Dearborn 
Barclay ∙ Cherry Hill Estates ∙ Crestview ∙ East 
Dearborn ∙ Dearborn Hills ∙ Fairlane Ford Woods 
∙ Golfcrest Golfview ∙ Hemlock ∙ Highland ∙ 
Levagood Lonyo ∙ Riverbend ∙ Salina ∙ Snow 
Woods ∙ South Dearborn Southwestern ∙ 
Springwells Park ∙ Warren Grove ∙ West Dearborn ∙ 
Westwood ∙ Woodsworth 20

GETTING AROUND TOWN 
•  Dearborn is bikeable, busable, drivable and 

delightfully walkable. At nearly 25 square 
miles, keep in mind that Dearborn also covers 
a lot of ground — and that its East and West 
Downtowns, connected by its main street 
Michigan Avenue, are a few miles apart.

•  Bus routes run through Dearborn and connect 
Dearborn to other metro Detroit communities. 
Suburban Mobility Authority for Public 
Transportation (SMART) stops are a frequent 
sight on Dearborn’s main thoroughfares, 
including the newest SMARTFlex last-mile 
options. Dearborn is also well supported by 
taxis and ride services.

•   Dearborn has its own Amtrak station, currently 
hosting 80,000-100,000 riders each year.   

•   Downtown Dearborn continues to be 
accessible to all abilities with more modes 
of transportation. A citywide multimodal 
network continues to grow with programs and 
enhancements like the Dearborn Bike Share 
program, on-street bike facilities and walkable 
streetscapes to mass transit extensions.

Average travel time in 
minutes to commute in the 
region for Dearborn residents 



Our Schools
Dearborn Public Schools is the third largest school district in 
Michigan with more than 20,000 students. The district operates 37 
K-12 schools, which are accredited by the North Central Commission 
on Accreditation. Within the school district, 100% of teachers are 
licensed, and 89.9% have three or more years of experience. The 
student-to-teacher ratio is 16:1, which is just slightly lower than the 
state average of 17:1.* Dearborn also offers 13 private schools and 
four early middle college programs allowing high school students  
to earn an associate degree or trade certificate at no cost. 

*usnews.com

Live 37
Public  

Schools

13
Private  
Schools

5
Colleges

5
National Blue  

Ribbon Schools 
(2021)

95%
Graduation  

Rate
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We Are a College Town 
Dearborn is home to Henry Ford College and University of  
Michigan-Dearborn, both schools totaling over 30,000 students  
in neighboring campuses. 

Henry Ford College
A comprehensive public community college, Henry Ford College 
serves about 19,000 students and offers more than 100 associate 
degrees, university transfer and career programs.  

University of Michigan-Dearborn
A metropolitan university rooted in strong academics, research and 
civic engagement, the University of Michigan-Dearborn has nearly 
8,900 students pursuing more than 100 bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral 
and professional degrees in liberal arts and sciences, engineering, 
business and education.

Additional higher educational institutions in Dearborn CMU: Dearborn 
Center ∙ ITT Technical Institute: Dearborn Campus ∙ Concordia 
University: Dearborn Accelerated Learning Center

Dearborn in Detail
Henry Ford College’s tuition 
rates and fees are among the 
lowest in Michigan.

Dearborn Public Schools Virtual 
K-12 offers students the chance 
to learn entirely online.

4,398
Number of degrees awarded 
by Henry Ford College in 2020
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Our People
Dearborn brings together 
people of different ethnicities, 
viewpoints, interests, abilities 
and backgrounds. Here, proud 
contributions from the city’s 
Arab American communities; 
those of African American, Polish 
and Italian heritages; the young 
and young at heart; blue- and 
white-collar families; abled 
and adaptive individuals; and 
entrepreneurs and Fortune 500 
companies all blend together.    
We are a community built on 
engaged citizens that donate, 
volunteer, serve and shop where 
they live and work. 

Almost every week of the year, 
you’ll find something happening 
in Downtown Dearborn designed 
to bring additional commerce 
to local businesses, as well as 
provide free, engaging and 
educational events to the local and 
surrounding communities, creating 
a welcoming environment for all. 

Live

Over 60 volunteers 
put in more than 3,600 
hours of volunteer 
service in Downtown 
Dearborn annually.
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Arab American Community 
Dearborn has the most concentrated Arab American population  
in the country — and Michigan ranks second overall in the size  
of its population, according to the Arab American Institute.  
The U.S. Census estimates that more than one third of Dearborn’s 
population of 110,000 identify as having some Arab heritage.

70% WHITE
22% BLACK 
8% OTHER

Dearborn in Detail
According to U.S Census 
Bureau data, in addition to 
English, Arabic and Spanish, 
you can find residents in 
Dearborn who speak French, 
Polish, Italian, Chinese and 
even Urdu.

In 2021, Abdullah Hammoud 
was elected to be Dearborn, 
Michigan’s first Arab American 
mayor since Dearborn began 
electing mayors 86 years ago.

DEARBORN POPULATION 
DEMOGRAPHICS



Our Business Districts
Dearborn is home to 120,000+ “employee” residents who drive here 
each day. A few of the larger Dearborn-based employers who support 
Southeast Michigan and Dearborn’s business districts and economy 
are: Ford Motor Company, Ford Land, Corewell Health, University of 
Michigan-Dearborn, the Detroit Medical Center, Henry Ford College 
and Carhartt. 

Growth is evident everywhere in Dearborn. Ford continues to transform 
its Dearborn campus, with a scheduled completion in 2025 and influx 
of 30,000 employees. In 2018, Wagner Place opened, giving tenancy 
to 11 new businesses and 600 Ford employees. In 2022, Downtown 
Dearborn celebrated the grand opening of 35 new small businesses, 
ranging from full-scale restaurants and community coffeehouses to 
luxury salons, retailers and health and wellness.

Work
DAYTIME POPULATION

50k
Employee Base

30k+
College Population

1.7m+
Visitors Annually
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We Support New Business 
Dearborn is a hub for innovation with businesses of all sizes from 
startups to global corporations. A strong maker and craft culture is well 
supported by the resources and amenities the city provides.

Open Door Dearborn Grant Program
Downtown Dearborn offers a business financial incentive to entrepre-
neurs looking to start a business in Dearborn and to existing business-
es to improve and restore the charm and character of the buildings. 
Grants of up to $10,000 are awarded.  

Entrepreneur Programs
Downtown Dearborn is building an entrepreneurial network to 
provide access to partners’ resources and help fill the gap to get 
businesses on their feet. Offering everything from co-working spaces, 
business training, networking, business assistance to pop-up shops.  

Business Assistance Program / Business Assistance Team
More than 30 partner organizations offer one-on-one consultation 
services for business planning, modeling, cash flow/accounting, 
marketing strategies, social media and e-commerce. Funding 
assistance is also available.

DEARBORN  
TRADE AREA 

A trade area is the geo-
graphic area from which a 
community or commercial 
district pulls a majority of 
its customers. Downtown 
Dearborn’s trade area and 
potential sales revenue  
continue to grow.  

Dearborn Population: 

110,000 
(11% growth)

Trade Area Population: 

203,165
Market Size:  

44.7Square Miles 

72%   
from 5-Mile Area

Expenditure Potential: 
$830M | $47.26 Per Visit 
$363M - Retail  
$175M - Food Away 
$290M - Food at Home



Play
Our Entertainment,  
Events and Recreation 
Dearborn has two distinctive and lively downtowns, East and West. 
Both are equally entertaining and culturally diverse; and both are 
home to more than 250 retailers, restaurants and service businesses, 
making Downtown Dearborn one of Southeast Michigan’s most 
diverse and dynamic entertainment destinations. In addition to its two 
downtowns, Dearborn has several business centers that offer dining, 
shopping and entertainment, as well as a wide variety of green, open 
and active spaces for you to connect, congregate and recreate.

43
Public Parks

6
Outdoor Pools

3
World-class Golf Courses
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WORLD-CLASS MUST-SEES 
The Arab American National Museum, a 
Smithsonian-affiliated institution, is a jewel of 
architecture on Michigan Avenue, featuring the 
achievements of many Arab Americans, including 
Danny Thomas, Casey Kasem and Jamie Farr.

The Henry Ford is an internationally recognized 
cultural destination that offers 26 million 
artifacts, unique venues and resources — Henry 
Ford Museum of American Innovation, Greenfield 
Village, Ford Rouge Factory Tour and much more.  

60+
Events Annually

70k
Attendees
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Build What 
You Have  
in Mind.

Ready to roll up your sleeves? Welcome to Dearborn.

15



16

Office of the East & West Dearborn  
Downtown Development Authorities

16901 Michigan Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48126 
313-943-3141 
info@downtowndearborn.org

downtowndearborn.org   

Photos courtesy of UM-Dearborn, The Henry Ford,  
Henry Ford College, Jeff White, Jacob Lewkow,  
Bill Bowen, District 12, Glass Academy, Mint 29, Gateaux


